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About SDPI 

  

SDPI was founded in August 1992 on the recommendation of the Pakistan National Conservation 

Strategy (NCS), also called Pakistan’s Agenda 21. The NCS placed Pakistan’s socio-economic 

development within the context of a national environmental plan. This highly acclaimed document, 

approved by the Federal Cabinet in March 1992, outlined the need for an independent non-profit 

organization to serve as a source of expertise for policy analysis and development, policy 

intervention, and policy and program advisory services. SDPI is registered under the Societies 

Registration Act, XXI of 1860. 

 

Mission 

To catalyse the transition towards sustainable development, defined as the enhancement of peace, 

social justice and well-being, within and across generations. 

 

Vision 

To be a center of excellence on sustainable development policy research, capacity development and 

advocacy in Pakistan. 

 

About Newsletter 

 

To keep abreast of emerging issues at the national/international and 

local level, the SDPI brings out a Bi-Monthly E-Newsletter for  

 

“China Study Centre - SDPI” 

 

It carries reference information’s to the news items/comments/Op-Eds 

appearing in leading National/International daily newspapers. 

 

 

Newspapers Covered:  

• Dawn • The News • The Express Tribune 

• The Nation • Business Recorder • Daily Times 

• Pakistan Observer • Pakistan Today • Urdu Point 

• China Daily   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor Note: 

 

Launched in August 2018, China Study Centre is a broader initiative of 

Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) to bridge the research-policy 

gap on the issues of global relevance such as trade, technologies, climate change, 

tourism, business, finance and Pakistan-China relations. The Centre strives to 

foster research, knowledge and expertise on China, profoundly relevant to our 

engagement with China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 

 

With a large network of universities, government bodies, business and civil 

society organizations, the Centre aims to promote collaborations, capacity 

building and technology transfer based on lessons learnt and experiences of 

China, attributed to their scientific knowledge and policy instruments. This 

requires a deep insight into Chinese history, culture, and socio-economic 

contexts. Such an approach is essential to catalyze the active engagement with 

China to address the economic and development challenges towards achieving 

sustainable development. 

 

 

Subjects Covered 
 

• Pak-China Foreign Relations 

• CPEC  

• Regional integration under China’s Belt & Road (B&R) 

• Business, innovation & entrepreneurship 

• Trade and Tourism 

• Energy and Environment 

• Social development 

• Capacity building, learning and development 

• Economic growth & governance 

• Research and development 

• History, language and culture 

• Open Knowledge repository 

• SDPI s events, visits, publications 
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China Study Centre 

China & America trade conflict 

New Digital Cold War 

Source: M A Hossain, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-11-18 

In the evolving chessboard of global technology, China has just made a decisive move that could redefine the balance 

of power. By ordering all state-funded data centres to cease using or purchasing foreign artificial intelligence chips, 

Beijing effectively cut one of its last strategic dependencies on the United States. This is not just a commercial 

decision—it is a declaration of technologi.....  more >> 

 

Trump’s ‘G-2’ moment 

Source: Shafaq Zernab, The News, International , 2025-11-22 

On October 30, 2025, US President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping met for the first time in six years 

at the Gimhae Air Base in Busan, South Korea. The meeting lasted approximately 1 hour and 40 minutes, during 

which the two leaders secured what could be termed a truce in the ongoing US-China trade war. As key takeaways 

from the summit, the US agreed to waive 10 per cent fentanyl ta.....  more >> 

 

A new AI cold war is emerging, and Pakistan must avoid becoming collateral damage 

Source: Faran Mahmood, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-11-24 

ISLAMABAD: Though the recently released US-China Economic and Security Review Commission report offers 

interesting insights into the love-hate dynamics of the US-China relationship, it also highlights concerns that could 

affect Pakistan in the long run. The report acknowledges military cooperation between China and Pakistan and 

recognises the supremacy of Beijing's HQ-9 air defence system, P.....  more >> 

 

Margalla Dialogue — 2025 

Source: Dr Muhammad Ali Ehsan, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-11-16 

The Islamabad Policy Research Institute (IPRI) hosted a two-day Margalla Security Dialogue from November 11-12 

at the Marriott Hotel in Islamabad. Cantered on the theme "The Future of Global Order: Cooperation or 

Confrontation," the event brought together scholars, diplomats and policymakers from Pakistan and abroad. Over 

two days, discussions revolved around the shifting global order, U.....  more >> 

 

Economic Growth & Governance 

Great game-II: anti-China nexus-III 

Source: Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, The News, International , 2025-11-17 

In this way, they can prevent Middle Eastern countries from joining Chinese initiatives, such as Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI). This would help keep Chinese companies out of the region’s emerging markets, especially in 

technology and industry. They aim to force China to leave the region or think twice before investing — just as they 

are doing in Pakistan by supporting their proxies, s.....  more >> 

 

China's impact on the global economy 

Source: Shahid Javed Burki, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-11-24 

I write this as the conflict between China and the West increases, involving in particular its role in world trade. This 

development could have consequences for Pakistan, which I will take up in a later article. Today my focus will be on 

global issues. Xi Jinping, now on his way to becoming one of longest longest-serving supreme leaders of China, is 

determined to bring about massive change. If he.....  more >> 

 

https://www.nation.com.pk/18-Nov-2025/new-digital-cold-war
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=416518&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://e.thenews.pk/detail/?id=446930
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=416956&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2578832/are-pakistans-ai-ambitions-under-threat
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=417253&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2577620/margalla-dialogue-2025
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=416224&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://e.thenews.com.pk/detail/?id=445955
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=416364&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2578772/chinas-impact-on-the-global-economy
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=417236&db_name=lib_news_2025
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People-first is the beauty of China’s five-year plan 

Source: Zhao Shiren, The News, International , 2025-11-25 

Since the launch of the first Five-Year Plan (FYP) in 1953, China has achieved remarkable progress in socioeconomic 

and human development. The past seven decades have seen China’s implementation of 14 FYPs. The beauty of 

this institutional design lies in integrating the long-term development strategy with pragmatic course of action, plus 

creating an efficient market with a proactive governme.....  more >> 

 

Global North and South — and China's inevitability 

Source: Imtiaz Gul, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-11-29 

The Bay of Bengal Conversations 2025 resonated with the compulsions of smaller nations and the opportunities that 

the unravelling of the Western model offers. The theme —Rivals, Ruptures, Realignments — brought out some 

unusual critique of the global North, something that was unthinkable until a couple of years ago. Issues like frustration 

with the status quo; helplessness vis a vis bi.....  more >> 

 

Pak-China Relations / Foreign Affairs 

Public goodwill towards China increased since 2015: report 

Source: Kalbe Ali, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-11-19 

ISLAMABAD: A new study has found Pakistani public goodwill toward China strengthened markedly between 2015 

and 2025 with respondents crediting CPEC-linked development, improved security and increased social interaction 

for the shift. The study also notes that the May 2025 Pakistan-India war further boosted China’s standing among 

participants. Authored by Dr Hassan Siddique, communicati.....  more >> 

 

Naqvi meets Chinese Ambassador 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-11-18 

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi on Monday met Chinese Ambassador Jian Zedong and agreed to further 

strengthen Pakistan-China cooperation in counterterrorism and security. According to an official statement, the two 

dignitaries discussed bilateral relations and matters of mutual interest. Minister Naqvi said Pakistan and China share 

ties rooted in mutual trust and respect, adding tha.....  more >> 

 

SCO summit sidelines: Dar meets Li 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-11-19 

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar met Chinese Premier Li 

Qiang on the sidelines of the SCO Council of Heads of Government meeting on Tuesday. According to a statement 

issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the two sides reaffirmed the “all-weather” Pakistan-China strategic 

partnership, reviewed bilateral and multilateral cooperati.....  more >> 

 

Country to boost counter-terror tie-up with China 

Source: Our Correspondent, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-11-18 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and China on Monday agreed to further strengthen cooperation in counterterrorism and 

security as Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi met with Chinese Ambassador Jian Zedong in the federal capital. During 

the meeting, Pakistan-China bilateral relations and matters of mutual interest were discussed. Ambassador Zedong 

condemned the suicide attack near the Islamabad District Courts a.....  more >> 

 

China backs Pakistan’s foreign policy choices, says Lahore Consul General 

Source: Asif Mahmood Butt, The News, International , 2025-11-30 

LAHORE: China has welcomed Pakistan’s efforts to maintain positive relations with the United States and other 

countries, saying Islamabad is free to make decisions based on its national interests and will continue to receive 

https://e.thenews.pk/detail?id=447602
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=417327&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2579619/global-north-and-south-and-chinas-inevitability
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=417763&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://www.dawn.com/news/1955674/public-goodwill-towards-china-increased-since-2015-report
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=416455&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://epaper.brecorder.com/2025/11/18/3-page/1075501-news.html
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=416547&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://epaper.brecorder.com/2025/11/19/12-page/1075769-news.html
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=416707&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2577959/country-to-boost-counter-terror-tie-up-with-china
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=416511&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://e.thenews.pk/detail?id=448718
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Beijing’s full support. This was stated by Chinese Consul General in Lahore Zhao Shiren while addressing a seminar 

on “Pakistan-China Relations and the Unite.....  more >> 

 

'Debt trap' claims won't disrupt Pak-China cooperation: embassy 

Source: News Desk, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-11-19 

The Chinese Embassy on Tuesday firmly dismissed the US envoy's assertions of a so-called "debt trap" in China-

Pakistan relations, calling the remarks agenda-driven, asserting that Beijing's robust cooperation with Islamabad 

would not be disrupted by a "rhetorical trap". In a statement, the embassy's spokesperson responded to Pakistani 

media reports quoting the Char.....  more >> 

 

Pak-China Trade 

Chinese companies asked to Install AI monitoring cameras 

Source: Shahbaz Rana, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-11-20 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's tax chief on Wednesday warned Chinese companies to either fully disclose their production 

or wind up operations after a representative of four firms told a parliamentary panel that their managements were 

refusing to allow installation of monitoring cameras. Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) Chairman Rashid Langrial 

issued the warning during a meeting of the Senate Standi.....  more >> 

 

Pakistan, China discuss avenues to enhance coop in energy, mineral sectors 

Source: Our Staff Reporter, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-11-20 

ISLAMABAD - Federal Minister for Petroleum Ali Pervaiz Malik and Jiang Zaidong, Ambassador of the China to 

Pakistan, on Wednesday reaffirmed the unwavering strength of the Pakistan-China partnership and discussed 

avenues to enhance cooperation in the energy and mineral sectors in a meeting held here. The discussions centered 

on mutual support, economic collaboration, and the shared vision for reg.....  more >> 

 

Chinese tech support spurs Pakistan’s IT exports to $386m in October 

Source: News Wire, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-11-20 

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan’s information technology (IT) exports climbed to a historic $386 million in October 2025, 

marking a 17% year-on-year and 5% month-on-month increase, according to official figures. The performance stands 

well above the 12-month average of $332 million and marks the fifth consecutive month of annual growth, reflecting 

rising global demand and Pakistan’s expanding .....  more >> 

 

Chinese brands push Pakistan’s Jan–Sep mobiles output to 22.8m units 

Source: News Desk, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-11-21 

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan’s mobile phone industry has undergone a dramatic structural shift, as locally assembled and 

manufactured devices surged to 22.78 million units in the first nine months of 2025 while commercial imports fell 

sharply to just 1.5 million units, Gwadar Pro reported on Thursday quoting the latest data from the Pakistan 

Telecommunication Authority. The figures highlight the sus.....  more >> 

 

GCUF signs MoU with Lushan Botanical Garden China 

Source: Press Release, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-11-21 

FAISALABAD: Vice Chancellor of Government College University Faisalabad, Prof. Dr. Rauf-i-Azam is currently on 

an official visit to China where he is participating in the 5th Belt and Road China–Pakistan Agriculture Forum at the 

invitation of Huazhong Agricultural University (HZAU), Wuhan. The ceremony was addressed by Prof. Yan Jianbing, 

President of HZAU, who emphasized the importance.....  more >> 

 

https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=417753&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2578102/debt-trap-claims-wont-disrupt-pak-china-cooperation-embassy
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=416650&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2578278/accept-ai-monitoring-or-shut-operations
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=416772&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://www.nation.com.pk/20-Nov-2025/pakistan-china-discuss-avenues-enhance-coop-energy-mineral-sectors
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=416823&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://www.nation.com.pk/20-Nov-2025/chinese-tech-support-spurs-pakistan-s-exports-dollar-386m-october
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=416825&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://www.nation.com.pk/21-Nov-2025/chinese-brands-push-pakistan-s-jan-sep-mobiles-output-22-8m-units
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=416857&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://epaper.brecorder.com/2025/11/21/4-page/1076066-news.html
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=416876&db_name=lib_news_2025
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PFC delegation leaves for China 

Source: News Wire, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-11-24 

LAHORE - Pakistan Furniture Council (PFC) delegation, led by its Chief Executive Officer Mian Kashif Ashfaq, 

Sunday left for China on a 5-day visit aimed at further strengthening bilateral cooperation in the furniture industry. 

The delegation will hold meetings with leading Chinese manufacturers, exporters, and technology suppliers to explore 

opportunities for joint ventures, knowledge sharing, an.....  more >> 

 

MoU inked to modernise hospitality services 

Source: INP, The News, International , 2025-11-26 

Islamabad: In a move that further strengthens Pakistan-China cooperation in the services and technology sectors, 

PC Hospitality has entered a strategic partnership with Shiji Group, a leading Chinese provider of hospitality 

technology systems. The agreement aims to modernise PC Hospitality’s operational infrastructure and support its 

long-term plan for digital transformation across its hotel.....  more >> 

 

China’s ICBC says Pakistan poised to become South Asia’s RMB hub 

Source: Erum Zaidi, The News, International , 2025-11-26 

KARACHI: The Industrial and Commercial Bank of China (ICBC) on Tuesday announced a more ambitious vision for 

the internationalisation of the renminbi (RMB) in Pakistan, saying that the country is well-positioned to become the 

financial hub for the Chinese currency in South Asia. Historically, the ICBC has played a crucial role in enhancing 

Pakistan’s RMB financial infrastructure, aiding its.....  more >> 

 

Chinese group to establish $1.5bn industrial park on 300 acres 

Source: Our Correspondent, The News, International , 2025-11-27 

LAHORE: A Chinese investor group will establish an industrial park on 300 acres in a Special Economic Zone in 

Punjab. The group will bring US$ 1.5 billion foreign investment for this industrial park. Factories of textiles, 

automotive, pharmaceuticals, and other sectors will be set up in the park. In this regard, an investment agreement 

was signed between the Punjab Department of Industries & C.....  more >> 

 

Two Chinese cos advance plans to invest in Punjab 

Source: Recorder Report, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-11-17 

LAHORE: Two major Chinese companies, Shenzhen Sea Energy Power Holding Company and Zhihyuzun Group, 

advanced large-scale investment plans in Punjab after meeting Provincial Minister for Industries, Commerce, 

Investment and Skill Development (ICI&SD) Punjab Chaudhry Shafay Hussain, unlocking new opportunities in textile 

manufacturing, auto-parts production and intercity transport. The exec.....  more >> 

 

KP businessmen urged to invest in ‘Chinese Commodity City Lahore’ 

Source: Amjad Ali Shah, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-11-20 

PESHAWAR: Hu Zhuling, President of Hunan Chamber of Commerce invited Khyber Pakhtunkhwa businessmen to 

make investment in the Chinese Commodity City Lahore. She made this call while speaking to members of the 

business community here at the Sarhad Chamber of Commerce and Industry here. The meeting was chaired by the 

SCCI President Junaid Altaf, while senior office-bearers and members were.....  more >> 

 

Chinese firm to invest USD1.5bn in Punjab Industrial Park 

Source: Safdar Rasheed, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-11-30 

LAHORE: A Chinese investor group has signed a major agreement with the Punjab government to develop a 300-

acre industrial park in the province, sources in the Punjab Industries, Commerce, Investment and Skills Development 

(ICISD) Department told Business Recorder here on Saturday. According to the agreement, Sino Pak Tech Industry 

(Pvt) Ltd will bring USD1.5 billion in foreign direct investme.....  more >> 

 

https://www.nation.com.pk/24-Nov-2025/pfc-delegation-leaves-china
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=417233&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://e.thenews.pk/detail/?id=447730
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=417415&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://e.thenews.pk/detail/?id=447657
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=417426&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://e.thenews.pk/detail/?id=447970
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=417546&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://epaper.brecorder.com/2025/11/17/14-page/1075463-news.html
https://asrc.sdpipk.org/news_article.php?id=416313&db_name=lib_news_2025
https://epaper.brecorder.com/2025/11/20/7-page/1075902-news.html
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https://epaper.brecorder.com/2025/11/30/1-page/1077381-news.html
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Regional Integration under B&R +CPEC 

Pragmatism over polarity 

Source: Muhammad Umar, The News, International , 2025-11-18 

When Pakistan’s first shipment of rare earth minerals quietly departed for the US in October, it drew immediate 

attention across Asian commentary circles. Some in China saw betrayal, others in Washington viewed it as an 

opportunity. However, in reality, Pakistan’s decision to export rare earths and receive its first crude oil shipment from 

Houston around the same time signals someth.....  more >> 

 

A decade of CPEC boosts China’s image across Pakistan 

Source: Web Desk, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-11-19 

Public goodwill towards China has risen sharply over the past decade, driven largely by the transformative impact of 

the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), according to a new research study released by the Institute of 

International Relations and Media Research (IIRMR). The comprehensive study, spanning 2015 to 2025, found that 

China’s role in Pakistan’s development, enhanced .....  more >> 

 

Deepening CPEC-II collaboration under China's new Five-Year Plan 

Source: Syed Haris Ahmed, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-11-24 

KARACHI: China's economy is showing unmistakable signs of slowing in 2025, and the ripple effects are being felt 

across Asia. Its third-quarter GDP growth slipped to 4.8% from 5.2% in the previous quarter, marking the weakest 

pace in a year. Much of the drag stems from persistent structural weaknesses, particularly in the property market. 

Real estate investment has declined 13.9% year-to-dat.....  more >> 

 

Rs50b boost for forces to secure borders, protect CPEC 

Source: Shahbaz Rana, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-11-19 

ISLAMABAD: The government on Tuesday approved a Rs50 billion supplementary budget for the armed forces to 

strengthen security at international borders, upgrade naval bases, and continue protecting China-Pakistan Economic 

Corridor. Of the total, Rs39 billion has been allocated to the military and just under Rs11 billion to the navy, according 

to a decision by the Economic Coordination Committee (.....  more >> 

 

Research, Development & Capacity Building 

Pakistani student’s heartwarming winter initiative in China bridges cultures 

Source: News Wire, The Nation, Islamabad , 2025-11-17 

BEIJING - A heartwarming initiative led by a Pakistani Ph.D. student in China is bringing winter relief to families in 

need in Nanjing, Jiangsu province. On November 11, 49 boxes filled with winter essentials began their journey to 

families in remote mountain areas, bringing not just warmth but also a powerful message of international solidarity, 

Gwadar Pro reported. The effort was organised by Fr.....  more >> 

 

Pakistani scientist gets role of cultural ambassador 

Source: INP, The News, International , 2025-11-18 

Islamabad: When Dr. Zulqarnain Baloch first arrived in China from Pakistan over a decade ago, he never imagined 

his academic pursuits would lead to building a life deeply rooted in the red soil of Yunnan, a southwestern province 

in China. Today, as a professor and master’s supervisor at the Faculty of Life Science and Technology, Kunming 

University of Science and Technology (KUST), his story.....  more >> 
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SDPI’s Engagement 

Media Briefing 

UNFPA-led huddle pushes for ethical reporting on gender-based violence 

Source: Web Desk, Daily Times , 2025-11-18 

A UNFPA-led initiative, funded by the Embassy of the Netherlands and implemented by the Sustainable Development 

Policy Institute (SDPI) on Monday brought together journalists from print, electronic, digital and social media platforms 

in Lahore to strengthen responsible media practices on gender-based violence (GBV), reproductive health (RH), and 

family planning (FP). At the Punjab Media Coalition.....  more >> 

 

SDPI Articles 

Falling short? 

Source: Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, The News, International , 2025-11-16 

If COP29 in Baku was seen as a Finance COP, the COP30 in Belém is being termed an Action COP. As COP30 

reaches its midpoint, those following the discussions are still uncertain whether this summit will become yet another 

talk shop or mark a genuine turning point. Give it another week and the final communique will tell us whether the 

conference delivers meaningful progress or simply repeats .....  more >> 

 

Invisible education system 

Source: Dr Mohsin Ali Kazmi, The News, International , 2025-11-16 

N early half of school-aged children in Pakistan attend private schools that the government cannot monitor. Some 

are in large urban institutions, while others are in small, rented schools, but the majority are officially unregistered. 

Their records are absent from national databases, and their academic progress isn’t tracked. The government & 

rsquo.....  more >> 

 

Patterns in tobacco industry practices 

Source: Waseem Janjua & Syed Ali Wasif Naqvi, The News, International , 2025-11-16 

F or decades, the tobacco industry’s playbook in Pakistan has been one of masterful illusion, a relentless cycle of 

deceptive narratives designed to addict new generations and paralyse public policy. A new monitoring study by the 

Sustainable Development Policy Institute, which tracked 201 news items and articles published by the tobacco 

industry .....  more >> 

 

Rewarding size, not effort, has hurt Pakistan’s fiscal health. Can the 11th NFC Award rewrite the script? 

Source: Sajid Amin Javed | Vaqar Ahmed, Dawn, Islamabad , 2025-11-17 

The inaugural session of the newly constituted 11th National Finance Commission (NFC) has been delayed, yet 

again, amid a downward revision in the economic growth forecast for the current fiscal year. Established on August 

22 to give a fresh award for the sharing of federal divisible resources among the Centre and provinces. The first 

meeting of the commission was called for Aug 27, which was f.....  more >> 

 

Jobs that may survive in the Era of Technological Singularity 

Source: Brigadier Mohammad Yasin (Retired), The Destination , 2025-11-17 

Nowadays the world scientists and technologists are engaged in hot discussions as if Artificial Intelligence (AI) can 

surpass human intelligence. They are expecting a future when technological growth will become uncontrollable. They 

call it an era of technological singularity when Artificial Intelligence (AI) surpasses human intelligence and there will 

be complete automation and digitalization. Th.....  more >> 
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Why Article 140-A must evolve 

Source: Abdullah Khalid & Qasim Shah, The News, International , 2025-11-19 

The Punjab Assembly’s recent resolution to amend Article 140-A offers Pakistan a rare constitutional opening to 

rebuild democracy from the ground up. The amendment, if expanded to include marginalised sections especially 

women, religious and ethnic minorities as well as youth to establish a common framework across provinces, could 

transform how the state connects with its citizens. Pak.....  more >> 

 

A COP30 agenda for Pakistan 

Source: Zainab Naeem, The News, International , 2025-11-19 

Pakistan’s narrative at COP30 should begin with a simple premise that is both moral and practical: countries that 

contributed least to the crisis must not be asked to finance their survival with debt. The monsoon that now swings 

between drought and deluge is no longer an anomaly. It is the new operating condition of our society and economy. 

When villages are inundated, when crops fail and w.....  more >> 

 

COP30: Small fund, big stakes 

Source: Nameer Urfi, Ebadat Ur Rehman Babar, Business Recorder, Islamabad , 2025-11-23 

For the first time, the Loss, and Damage Fund have money on the table, not just promises. The real test is whether 

Pakistan can secure its share. At COP30 in Belém, the long-awaited Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage 

(FRLD) finally moved from concept to operation. Its board approved the Barbados Implementation Modalities and 

opened a first call for funding requests worth roughly US.....  more >> 

 

Can we make COP30 count? 

Source: Ebadat Ur Rehman Babar & Nameer Urfi, The News, International , 2025-11-25 

For the first time, the Loss and Damage Fund has money on the table, not just promises. The real test is whether 

Pakistan can secure its share. At COP30 in Belem, the long-awaited Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage 

(FRLD) finally moved from concept to operation. Its board approved the Barbados Implementation Modalities and 

opened a first call for funding requests worth roughly $250 million fo.....  more >> 

 

Assault on health 

Source: Syed Ali Wasif Naqvi, The News, International , 2025-11-28 

The tobacco industry launched a sophisticated campaign to undermine the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco 

Control (FCTC) by directly targeting government delegates at the recent UNFCTC COP11, a move that threatens 

global public health and poses significant reputational risks to committed nations like Pakistan. This was not routine 

lobbying but a deliberate strategy to derail consensus and weake.....  more >> 

 

SDPI's Related Articles 

China’s 2026-30 plan offers Pakistan template to embrace cutting-edge industries 

Source: Moaaz Manzoor, Independent News Pakistan , 2025-11-19 

China’s new five-year plan for 2026-30, centered on achieving self-reliance in science and technology, presents a 

powerful opening for Pakistan to strengthen its innovation capacity and research collaboration. As Beijing identifies 

frontier technologies — including quantum technology, biomanufacturing, hydrogen and fusion energy, brain-

computer interfaces, embodied intelligence, and 6G.....  more >> 

 

ADB approves $330m package to modernise Pakistan's power transmission network 

Source: Usman Hanif, The Express Tribune, Islamabad , 2025-11-20 

The Asian Development Bank has approved a $330 million financing package for Pakistan to expand and modernise 

its high-voltage transmission infrastructure, a move expected to significantly improve the flow of clean and low-cost 
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energy across the national grid. While the project marks an important step toward strengthening Pakistan’s power 

sector, energy experts caution that chronic structur.....  more >> 

 

 

28th Annual Sustainable Development Conference 2025 

Media Coverage 

Post SDC 2025 

Tetra Pak reinforces sustainability commitment at SDPI’s 28th Annual Development Conference 

Source: Web Desk, LEAD Pakistan , 2025-11-26 

Islamabad Tetra Pak Pakistan recently participated in the 28th Annual Sustainable Development Conference 

represented by Noor Aftab, Director Corporate Affairs Pakistan and MENA region and Muhammad Bin Shahzad, 

Sustainability Manager at Tetra Pak. The conference was titled “Sustainable Development in the Emerging World 

Dis|Order” and hosted by the Sustainable Development Policy Instit.....  more >> 
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